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forges ahead in some phases while others are temporarily
slowed.
3.   The  appearance of these basic abilities appears  to be
affected only slightly by training and divergent environ-
mental factors, although practice and training may lead
to a higher level of perfection than that at which they
emerged.
4.   Other abilities, such as climbing stairs, swimming, and skat-
ing follow a far less definite sequence of stages and are
more influenced by training and environmental factors.
5.   There is considerable irregularity in behavior development
during the first two years and wide individual differences
among babies, not only in rate but in specific sequences.
6.   In spite of reversals and delays the general trend of devel-
opment during the first two years is definitely forward.
GROWTH    IN    VISUAL    ABILITIES
Progress in seeing is so rapid that, by the end of the
second year, babies have reached essentially the adult level
of visual acuity. The fine art of looking at things appears to
develop somewhat in this way: at birth, vague reactions to a
moving light or bright object; by two or three weeks, ability
to focus on the mother's face or hands or other nearby
objects; in the third month, ability to follow objects moved
horizontally at close range; by the end of the first year, abil-
ity to follow a bird or airplane in his field of vision. From
a fixation on immediate objects the child's visual environ-
ment has expanded to take in the remote, the minute, the
shadowy, and the obscure.
It is difficult to discover the age at which infants begin
to discriminate between colors, because the colors must have
an equal degree of brightness. Otherwise, the stimulation is
not to the color alone. From the evidence now available it
appears that a preference for colors is usually manifested
after two months of age. Children below two years of age,
however, usuallv failed in matching colors.